
SplashFest! Launches Simultaneously in Four Countries on World Oceans Day
Weekend. 

The first multi-country ocean festival for children and families, endorsed by the United Nations Ocean
Decade, debuts in Greece, Italy, the UK and Germany from 5–7 June 2026.

Rome, 1 June 2026 - For the first time, children and families across four European countries will come
together this weekend through a shared celebration of the ocean. SplashFest!, a new international festival
created to help young people build meaningful connections with the marine environment, launches
simultaneously in Greece, Italy, the United Kingdom and Germany from 5 to 7 June 2026. 

On 8 June, World Oceans Day itself, the festival extends into local schools at each venue, bringing ocean-
themed activities directly into classrooms.
Born from Bubble Buddies Bay, the multimedia educational platform built around the philosophy of Learn,
Play, Protect, SplashFest! brings together film, creative workshops, hands-on science and play in an informal,
community-spirited space, welcoming to families, educators, artists and scientists alike.

Four Countries, One Shared Celebration
The inaugural edition of SplashFest! takes place simultaneously across:
Country: Greece
Venue: Sifca Art Center, Cretaquarium, Rhodes Aquarium, 5-7 June

Country: Italy
Venue:Giardino Comunale, Bracciano (Rome),  6-7 June

Country: United Kingdom
Venue: Roald Dahl Museum,  6-7 June 

Country: Germany
Venue: Berlin Kiez Festival, 7 June
Families can expect film screenings, art workshops, interactive science stations and outdoor games - all
designed to bring the ocean to life, even for children who have never seen it.

Recognised by the United Nations Ocean Decade
SplashFest! is an officially endorsed activity of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development — the global initiative strengthening the relationship between society and the ocean through
science, education and collaboration. This recognition places SplashFest! within a worldwide network of
projects committed to building ocean literacy and inspiring the next generation of ocean stewards.
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Science, Film and Creativity in One Festival
 

What They Are Saying

“SplashFest! is designed to be the kind of festival that stays with children long after they leave. Not a lecture - a
memory.”
Rosa Russo, SplashFest! Co-founder and Artistic Director, Bubble Buddies Bay

“The ocean is the defining challenge of our generation. The children who will protect it are the ones who have learned to
love it first.”
Roula Andriopoulou, HCMR, Head Officer of the the Educational Unit of HCMR 

Scientific guidance is provided by the Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR), ensuring all activities are
grounded in current marine science and best educational practice.

The film programme has been developed in collaboration with Pianeta Mare Film Lab, contributing a curated selection
of films exploring ocean conservation and ecological challenges - produced through their workshops with and for
young people.

Festival hosts and partners include Cretaquarium, Rhodes Aquarium, the Roald Dahl Museum and the Berlin
Kiez Festival. In Italy, SplashFest! is presented with the patronage of Save the Children Italia.

This first edition of SplashFest in Bracciano marks the starting
point of a broader international journey across Greece, the UK,
Italy and beyond. With new partners in Spain and Switzerland
and a growing collaboration with Pianeta Mare Film Lab, we are
working to bring the project to as many children and families as
possible in different countries.
Learn. Play. Protect.
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