
 
 

                                                                               
 

PRESS RELEASE 

More than 1,800 Biodiversity Records 
Documented Across Attica in Just Four Days 

HCMR coordinated the 
City Nature Challenge 

in the Athens 
Metropolitan Area for 
the first time, 

mobilising citizens, 
schools, community 
groups and scientists 

through Citizen 
Science 

The Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (HCMR) coordinated the City Nature Challenge in the Athens 
Metropolitan Area for the first time, joining the world’s largest citizen-science initiative for documenting 
biodiversity. Held from 24 to 27 April 2026 through the iNaturalist platform, the event brought together 
citizens, students, educators, environmental organisations and scientists to observe and document local 
biodiversity. 
The results were particularly encouraging. A 
total of 1,809 observations representing 652 

species were recorded. The initiative 
engaged 121 observers, while 232 identifiers 

contributed to species identification, 
resulting in 2,966 identifications. Among the 
most notable outcomes was the first global 

observation of the terrestrial isopod 
Armadillidium tripolitzense on iNaturalist, 

together with several first local records for 
the Athens Metropolitan Area. 



 
 

                                                                               
 

Activities took place across a wide range of ecosystems, including coastal habitats, wetlands, stream estuaries, 
mountain landscapes, school grounds and metropolitan parks. The geographic distribution of observations 
highlighted the remarkable biodiversity that still persists across Attica, even within highly urbanised 
environments. 

A strong educational 
component underpinned 
the initiative. Prior to 
the challenge, HCMR 
organised two online 
training webinars for 
educators within the 
framework of the 
European BlueLightS 
project, focusing on 

Project-Based Learning, Citizen Science and the educational use of iNaturalist. These activities helped build a 
network of educators and collaborators who later participated in the field events, transforming training into 
active engagement with biodiversity monitoring. 

The success of the initiative relied on the collaboration of schools, environmental organisations, citizen groups, 
educators and volunteers. Participating organisations included Anavyssos Junior High School, the 2nd Junior 
High School of Kalivia (Lagonisi), the environmental initiative “From EgoSystem to EcoSystem”, the Initiative for 
the Protection and Promotion of the Great Rafina Stream, the 4th Junior High School of Ano Liosia, the Citizens’ 
Network for the Protection of Pikrodafni Stream, FOTOESSA – Centre for Education, Research and Action, the 
Free Beaches Movement, the Environmental Education Centre of Antonis Tritsis Metropolitan Park, Ralleios 
School of Piraeus, the Environmental Club of the Onassis Public Senior High School of Acharnes, and the Nature 
Observation and Interpretation Club of Moraitis School. 

The City Nature Challenge once again demonstrated the potential of Citizen Science as a powerful tool for 
research, environmental education and biodiversity conservation. At the same time, it highlighted the value of 
collaboration between scientific institutions, schools and local communities in advancing biodiversity 
knowledge and stewardship. 

Building on the experience of this first coordination effort, HCMR aims to expand participation in future 
editions of the challenge and further strengthen the contribution of Citizen Science to biodiversity monitoring 
and conservation in Greece. 


